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HEM I ſee ſo many falſe Teachers ſubtilly infinua- 
RJ NY ting themſelves into the affettzaus of the people, E 

| and buſily inticing them by many artifices., :frans 
the ſtedfaftneſs of their faith,and Allegiance to God in his Anointed © 


and his Church. : The care of the Dioceſe committed to my 


charge, and the remembrance of the Account which I muſt give to 

God for your ſouls, ſets me not only to my prayers , but my ludy | 
700, to prevent your ruine; And Thnow no better way to do it then 
by performing the Watchmans part, Ezek.4. Giving yeu murn- * 
ing to avoid the temptations, and encouraging you to ſtand faft in © 
the Lord ; and | could not finde any way to do that, but by making | 
. my advice ſo publick, that all who lifted might receive 48. And © 
becauſe that counſel and advice ys maſt atceptable , 'mhen it # put © 
into the dreſs of a Sermon ; Ireſolved to make uſe of that Method 
. nhich was moſt likely to inftill effeftually thus Caution. IJ 
had determined thu , I reſolved further to preſent it as ſhort and .. 
plain as might be, that it might be the more ſerviceable to thoſe * 
who moſt needed it, thoſe namely who have leaſt time to read, ard © 
leaft ability-to underſtand : But withall I have indeavoured in yo + | 
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| The Preface to the Dioceſe. 
” fort piece to deliver all neceſſary Cautions with as clear evi-- - 
' dence and demonſtration out of Scriptures, as I could. It was not 

* poſſible for me to Caution againſt every particular Error or falſe 
 dotttine ſpread amongſt you; there be ſo many that it would have 
required 4 volume , to recount and refute them, and few would 
have given themſelves the trouble to read ſo large a diſcourſe ; nor 
was it neceſſary, for it is more eaſie, and as ſafe, to ſecure from 
the danger of all, by ſome general Rules and Preſcriptions, which 

of they be obſerved, will certainly preſerve you from all dam- 

. wable dofirines, and keep you ftedfaft in the boly Faith. I ſhall 

|  beartily defire you to believe that this Caution is groen you by him 

: mho loves you as his own ſoul and can with the greateſt ſincerity ſay 

of you, as St.Paul of his Theſſalonians , What is my hope or 
Joy, or crown of rejoycing, are not even ye inthe preſence of the” 
Lord? Te are our Glory and joy, if any of you (hall draw back and 
 fallfromthe Bedfafnefe of the faith, my Soul ſhall have no plea- 

3 os "wy Heb.10.38.. But, Now I live if you ſtand faſt in 
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1 Theflal. 3.8. 
Now we live, if you fland faſt inthe Lord. 


Aint P 41 I; having lately converted the | 
W#1 Theſſalonians to the Chriſtian Faith ,. was _ 
call'd to preach the Goſpel in other. parts ; ? 
in this his neceſ{lary abſence, he till retains 
a tender fatherly affection for his children. 3 
We being taken from you for a ſhort time, endea- 7 
woured the more abundantly to ſee your feel 
with great ef re, chap. 2. 17. Wherefore we would have come un- : 
to you once and again; I Paul eſpecially, but Satan hindred us... 3 
He had put upon Saint Paul a neceſlity of. ſtayin whoewhbet 
was , to ſcttle ſome unſcaſonable Diſputes and ontrover: 
ſies with the Sto:cks and Epicureans, rais'd by this great ene--? 
my of Souls, on purpoſe to divert the bleſſed Apoſtle from ©: 
his charitable deſign towards the Theſſalonians. When St.Paul 7 

| | found himſelf thus hindred , he ſends Timothy. with a Com- * 
E | - miſfion, in his name, to Viſit his Theſſalonians, to ſtabliſh his | L 

| | : new Converts, to comfort them, and to know their faith, leſt 

WH by ſome means the Tempter hath tem _ you, and our labor be in. 2 

|  .., 24in,verſe 5. When Timothy had finiſh'd his Viſitation he re-3 
turns to. St. Paul, to give an account of his Enquiries and # 
proceedings, and brought this good tidings, that he had found '# 
the Theſſalonians, firm and ſtedfaſt in the Faith which St. Ds lf 
had taught them ; .at the ang of this good report, St.Pau # A 
breaks out into this Rhetorica expreffion 0 his- joy and "2 
contentment in'the MeſIage, Now me lve,&c. I 
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* I AMcome hither on the very ſame errand, to know your 
- Faith; and though I cannot but hope, that after ſo lon 
profefiion of the foly F aith , ye are well rooted and groun 
ed in it, yet I cannot but know that there are ;:amongſt us 
* many buſie and cunning Tempters, who uſe various and ſub- 
| tile arts to withdraw you from the holy Faith ; and I have 
' reaſon to fear, as St. Paul did, leſt by ſome means the Temp- 
- ter hath prevailed upon ſome ; and: therefore could no longer 
forbear to come and know your Faith, and if Iſhall find you 
- like theſe Theſſalonians, ſtrong and ſtedfaſt therein, I ſhall fay 
- with the ſame ſincerity that the Apoſtle did, Now I hive if you 
 flandfaſt inthe Lord. "> 
| AND that you may continue conſtant and ſtedfaſt in the 
* holy Faith which our Lord hath delivered, I ſhall briefly and 
| plainly ſet before you ſuch rules and directions out of the ho- 
ly Scriptures and ancient Writers, as by Gods afliſtance upon 
* your hearty prayers, ſhall undoubtedly preſerve you. 
I RULE, Is to make a ſcrious and hearty Reſolution of 
| Believing 'and adhering to this Chriſtian Faith, whatſoever it 
 mmaycoſf. This is that which our Saviour adviſes, Luk. 14.28. 
Which of you intending to build a towre , fits not down firſt and 
| counteth the coſt, whether he hath ſufficient to finiſh it , left hap- 
| pily after he hath laid the foundation, and 1s not able to finiſh it, 
| all that behold him, begin to mock him. It will be no leſs ridi- 
. culous for any man to profeſs himſelf a Diſciple of Chriſt 
| and his holy doctrine, that doth not firſt conſider the coſt he 
may beat, and reſolve to go on with it. - And the coſt may 
|- be great , the loſs of Father and mother, and whatſoever is 
- neareſt and deareſt tous. Verſe 26. If any man come to me and 
: "bates not his father and mother, and wife and children, and bre- 
| thren and ſifters, yea and his ewn life alſo, He cannot be my Diſci- 
| ple; hecannot be ſtedfaſt in the Profeflion of the holy Faith, 
| which may and ſometimes will put him upon this coſt, Let 
” no man ſo far miſtake our Lord, as to think that he 7” 
| Tx 
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diſobedience to Parents, whoſe firſt commandment: with * 
promiſe , is, Honor thy father and mother ;' or that he teaches 
us to hate our children , who by his Apoſtle St. Paul tells us * 
that they are worſe than Infidels, who provide not for their : 


family,xTim.$.8. or that he teaches us to hate our ſelves,who 


hath ſummed up his Commandments into theſe two grand ; 


precepts, Love God above all, and thy neighbour as thy ſelf, 
St. Mat. 22. 40. St. Lukes phraſe of hating father and mo- 
ther,&'c. is beſt expounded by St. Mat. 10.37. He that loves 


father and mother more than me. Ne that prefers father and - | 
mother more than me and my doctrine,and will renounce that 
or any part of it to ſave them or his own life , and'whatſoever ; 


is deareſt to him in this world, is not worthy of me. The fin- 


cere Reſolution of preferring God and his holy Truth before - j 


all 'worldly m——__ is that which makes the honeſt and 


good hcart,which affords depth of carth for the Seed of Gods | 


Word to root in, and bring forth frait to life eternal, St. Luk. 
8. 15. Letus therefore retire to our cloſets and frequently 


renew this honeſt purpoſe and reſolution , eſpecially when - 
we come to the holy Euchariſt, that- we may get it ſeal'd and * 
confirmed there by the Grace of the holy Spirit; let not the 
coſt we may be at affright us; the rich pearl of the holy Faith ? 
(the end of which is the ſalvation of our ſouls, x Pet. x.9.) is 
not dearly bought , though we ſell all that we have to pur- 


chaſe it, St. Mar. 13. 46. 


- THIS reſolution will not continue ſtedfaſt, unleſs we. © 
purge out of our hearts all ſuch violent Jafts and paſſions, as * 
will raviſh our Wills from the holy Faith which we have be- * 
lieved ;- let us therefore be careful to caſt out them, eſpecial- 4 
ly thoſe which are moſt dangerous to the ſtedfaſtneſs of the 
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Faith: 'As, ©: 


Lt 


I. THE znordinate love of this reſent world, this made q 
Demas forſake St. Paul, after he had been a long time his: 
felow-laborer in the preaching of the Goſpel, 2 Tim. 4.10. - 
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© There. be too many ſuch , who follow Chriſts doctrine for 
© gain, who make great profeſſion of this holy Faith, when 
- -t fills their baskets, Fo. 6. 14. who run away from it as faſt, 
- toany impertinent, nay damnable Error which appears more 
* advantageous; if we have hearts exerciſed with covetous de- 
 figns, we ſhall certainly forſake the right way as Balaam did 
* for the wagesof unrightcouſneſs, 2 Pet.2. 14. | 
2. AMBITION and Vain-glory, D:otrephes who loves: 
- to have the pre-eminence, receives not the Apoſtles nor their 
doctrine, Fo. ep. 3. Nay lights their doctrine , vilifies their 
| perſons, prating againſt them with malicious words, verſ.x0. 
 andall this, to get himſelf a name and cfteem amongſt the 
* credulous vulgar. This hath made moſt of the Hereticks 
and Schiſmaticks in elder times, as Epiphanius and others. 


| have obſerved ; when they thoughttheir worth and meritnot 


| enough rewarded, when _ could not be ſo great or power- 
> Ful as they affected to be; when they could not obtain by the 
| regular and juſt wayes of preferment ,- ſuch places and digni- 
ties, ſuch eſteem and repute, as their ambition made them - 
covet, and think themſelves to have deſerved; then they 
* broacht new Doctrines, and invented new Diſciplines to 
draw parties after them of the weaker ſort , that they. might 
- bein a Fa#ion, what they could not be in the Church, Chiefs 
and Leaders. Nor doth this Ambition appear only in the 


|. Leaders, but every little member of the moſt ridiculous Sect 


| is ſwoln with the ſame tumorous vain-glory , each. party af- 
| fecting to be call'd the Godly. Where this winde of Ambi- 
| tion blows, -no wonder if it carries them away to divers and 
| ſtrange doctrines, Heb. 13.9. How can ye believe, receiving 
- or catching at Glory one of another, Fob..5. 44. When the 
> Teachers court the people , and” they again the Teachers;for 
- applauſe and reputation, when vain-glory is:the end of ;the 
- defign, how can men be ſtedfaſt ? for when the holy Faith be- 
- comes, as oftentimes -it does, vile and contemptible in the 
—— | | | 7 eyes. 


Beſides, no man can hope to ſtand ſtedfaſt in the Fait 


% 


with- 


out the afliſtance of Gods grace , who reliſts the proud and 


gives his grace only to the Humble, Fam. 4.6. if we will be 
conſtant Diſciples of Chriſt we muſt be like him, lowly.in 
Spirit, Mat. 1x. 29. rw 


2, THERE is in our nature a ſoftneſs or tenderneſs that 


is apt to betray our conſtancy. ' As many as deſire to make a 
fair ſhew in the fleſh , 8Aovles curegrwwnoa that would ap- 
pear with a fair face without a skar , renounce their Chriſtia- 


nity and turn Jews; only left they ſhould ſuffer perſecution for 


the Groſs of Ghrift, Gal. 6. 12. This tenderneſs made the Apo- 
{tles, St. Peter and all, once forſake their Lord; and the 
ſame hath made too many forſake the Lords holy Truth. It 
may not perhaps be thought needful to urge this any further 
at this time, when God be thankt, there is no preſent dan- 
ger of ſuffering perſecution for the Faith of Chriſt, it being 
now defended by the Defender of the Faith ; but though Con- 
foflors of the Faith and Doctrine of our Lord be not.-perſe- 
cuted by the ſword of Authority, it is, at leaſt ſome part of 
it, curſtly perſecuted by the ſpears and arrows, and ſhar 

ſwords of ſlanderous tongues, who like the Donatifts of old, 
cry out of perſecution, even then when they are thus ſharply. 
perſecuting thoſe who profeſs and preach the holy Fruth and 


Faith of Chriſt. To inſtance ina few particulars, let any _ 
man preach or practiſe Decency and Order in the Service 


and Worſhip of God, which is a dire&t command in Chriſts 
holy Doctrine, 1 Cor. 14. 10. Let him preach or practiſe 
Loyalty and Obedience to the King and his Laws, which, is 


 , part of the ſame holy doctrine, Rom. x3. 5. 1Pet.2.13; Let | 
him preach or practiſe obedience to the Ghurch , according _ } 
toour Lords direction, eMat. 18. 17. And ſubmiflion-to the 
guidance of thoſe, who by.God and mans Laws are ſet over - : 
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eyes of the people, ſuch men muſt necds forſake it,' and pro- 
\ feſs any new, though damnable doCtrine, that.grows popul pe 


(6) 


”  usto watch for our Souls, Heb. 13. 17. and hefſhall ſoon 6nd 


the truth of that which Ii have ſaid, his doctrine ſlandered, 
and his perſon reproached and perſecuted by malicious 
tongues. The fear of this perſecution we ſee, hath. made 
ſome, who are too tender, follow our Lords doctrine as 
St. Peter did his Maſter, at a diſtance; it is not amiſs to re- 
member, what the Holy Ghoſt hath obſerved for. our inſtru- 
ion in St: Peter; that ſoon after he drew back 'and followed - 
at a diſtance,he forſook, nay forſwore his Lord, eMar. 26. 58, 

74- from all which we may certainly conclude, that we ſhall 
never ſtand ſtedfaſt in the Doctrine and Faith of our Lord; 
unleſs we indeavour to harden our faces and ſtrengthen our 
forcheads againſt all ſuch fear of the looks or tongues of men, 
Exzek. 3.8, 9: | v; 

4- is there ts a tenderneſs , fo there is a fickheneſs and 
love of change in our corrupted nature; St. Paul calls it chil- 
diſhneſs, Eph. 4. 14. loving much but not long, EcHring in 
change, not only in ordinary matters, dreſſes and faſhions, 
but even in Religion too ; new Prayers, new Doctrines, new | 
Governments ; many mer having itching ears, heap to them- 
ſelves. Teachers, 2 Tm. 4.3. after their own luſts, ſuch as 
may rub their ears, and gratifie their luſts and ſeveral hu- 
mors, with doctrines ſuitable, and pleaſe their childiſhneſs 
with novelties; new Revelations, new Truths are by many 
much affected and daily expected : I pray God we come not 
to the Jews Innovation, New Gods which our Fathers never 
heardof, Deut. 32.17. We ſeem weary of the old garment, 
the old Religion, and love to pat new peices to it, though 
thereby we make it much worſe, Luk. 5. 36. Nothing can be 
*more directly oppoſite to our ſtedfaftnefs in the Truth, then 
| - -this love of change; ſince the holy Faith and Chriftian truth 
” * "5s like Jefus Chrift who- tanght it, the ſame yeſterday 
/ and to day, the ſame for ever, Heb. x3. Let us labor 
therefore to correct this childiſhneſs, ' to quit our ſelves like 

men, 
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men, and earneſtly contend for that Faith which was once - 
and but once- delivered, Fude 3. By the means aforefiid 'we 
may , by Gods grace, ſecure our ſelves againſt our ſelves, 
that our own hearts ſhall not miſlead us; but though our 
hearts be ſincere, our underſtandings may be weak, and we 
may. be daily in danger of being ſeduced by the various arts 
and ſubtilties of —_— and buſie ſeducers, who lie in wait 
to deceive; and therefore I ſhall offer this SECOND Cauti- 
on, which our bleſſed Lord hath taught us, eMar. 7. 15. 
II. E WARE of falſe Prophets or falſe Teachers , as 
Ds: Peter calls them,2 Pet.2.1.and you will readily grant 
the Caution to be moſt ſeaſonable and neceflary, if you will 
conſider, the Grafts they uſe to deceive you,and your own dan 
ger if you be deceived ; inwardly,ſaies our Saviour,they are ra- 
vening Wolves, whoſe aim and deſign, is no leſs then the. 
wine and damnation of your ſouls. What danger can be 
greater ? This cruel and malicious defign they hide and cover 
under Sheeps clothing , ſoft and fair pretences of meekneſs 
and humility, profeſſors of extraordinary holineſs, great care 
' of ſouls, ſingular love of Gods glory, to which they add 
good words; kind and flattering ſpeeches, Rom. 16. 18. and 
(which is the maſter piece of cunning)theypromiſe them liber- 
ty, 2 Pet. 2. 19. Simon Magus, Baſilides, Carpocrates of old, 
taught their Diſciples to live as they liſted , and to do what- 
foever they pleaſed ; eMarcion taught his Diſciples to believe 
that Chriſt came into the world to deliver-men from the fer- 
. vice of the Creator ; Meletius gave his followers a licence to - 
live without fear, and to be ruPFd and govern'd by none. I 
might inſtance in many more ſuch falſe teachers of the ſame. 
leaven, but 1 need not, fince St. Peter in the place aforeſaid, 
aſſures us, that it is the wont of falſe Teachers of what ſort 
ſoever , to promiſe their followers liberty ; this ſweet pro- 


1 miſe of liberty, or rather licencioufneſs- being the moſt 


. catching argument in the world to entice itching ears and - 
| To | laſt 42 
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x (8) 
luſtful hearts to their party. It is not unworthy of our ob- 
ſervation, that St. Peter faies they promiſe them liberty, but 
indeed, they neither donor can, by theſe means make them 
free, for whoſoever committeth ſin , is the ſervant of ſin. 
What liberty then can it be , to be expoſed and tempted to 
the deadly ſlavery of Error and ſin? 

FALSE Teachers having all of them ſuch malicious de- 
figns of ruine and ſuch cunning artifices to deceive ; it be- 
hoves us very much to remember our Lords Caution, Beware 
of falſe Prophets. But how ſhall we diſcern them to be ſuch ? 
Their inward deſigns we cannot ſec, and their outward ap- 
pearance is innocent and harmleſs , fair and plauſible, ſheeps 
clothing , By therr fruits you ſhall know them, ſaies our Saviour; 
they may act the ſheep for a while,. but if you heed and mark 
them well, you ſhall ſee the Wolf appear , by their fruits you 
ſhall know them. When you ſec ſome creeping into houſes, 
and inſtilling doctrines into the weaker ſort; by this you 
have juſt cauſe to ſuſpect them for falſe Teachers, 2 Tim. 3.6. 
of this ſort are they which creep into houſes, from ſuch turn 
away. There ſhall be falſe Teachers among you, who privi- 
ly ſhall bring in damnable doctrines, 2 Pez. 2. x. when they 
who offer themſelves to be your Teachers, ſhall forſake the 
lawful and publick aſſemblies eſtabliſhed by juſt authority in 
the houſes of prayer, by this fruit you may know them. Be- 
: Joved remember the words which were ſpoken before of the Apo- 
files of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, How that they told you there 
ſhould be in the laſt time Mockers or Deceivers, Jude 17,18. 
Theſe be they who ſeparate themſelves ; beware of ſuch 
; therefore, by theſe fruits you ſhall juſtly ſuſpect them to be - 
falſe Teachers ; but there is one Character or mark by which 
you ſhall undoubtedly know them,St.Paul, St. Peter, St.Fude, 
and all tell us for certain, thoſe are falſe Teachers, by all 
means to be avoided, who deſpiſe Government, and ſpeak 

cvil of dignities; when therefore you hear any Teachers blaſ- 
| pheming 
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pheming and reviling their Governors Civil or Eccleſiaſtical, 
when. you ſee them contemning- their Eaws, confronting 
their Authority, refuſing to come at Moſes and 4arons call, to 
the Aſſemblies appointed by their Laws; and ſetting up 
Meetings, gathering aſſemblies againſt Moſes and [Agron, the - 
Civil andEecleſiaſtical authority;come not neer;leſt ye periſh 
in their fin, Num. 16. It is Gods own caution there, verſ. 26. 
and in the like caſe too, for whatelſe was the fin of Koreh, 
Dathan and Abiram, but refuſing to come at'the call of Ms- 
ſes and Aaron, Num. 16.12. We will not come up; and the Ga- 
thering Congregations againſt them, ver/. 19. And certajnly , 
to Nay Congregations contrary to the Laws and com- 
mands of Moſes and Aaron, is to gather againſt THEM, for 
it is the Authority that makes the King and the Prieſt; Meo- 
ſes and Aaron ſo ſacred. that no man muſt riſe againſt them, 
-when therefore you fee or hear any ſo gathering Congrega- 
tions contrary to the Laws; Depart from them; when you 
hear any Teachers thus deſpiſing Dominion , remember 
that the Apoſtles have told us, they are falſe Teachers, and 
forget not out Lords own -Gaution, Beware of falſe Prophets ; 
ifany min after all this monition will ſtill be bold to receive 
ſuch, becauſe they come in ſheeps clothing , he deſerves 
more blame then pitty, . if he be ruined and devoured. | 
II. O BEY your ſpiritual Guides,and ſubmit your ſelves 
to their conduct and direction, Heb. x3. 17. This Rule is 
given us to this very purpoſe , that we may ſtand faſt in the 
faith. For after the Apoſtle had forewarned us, verſ. 9. Be not 
carried about mith druerſe and ſtrange dotirines ; he preſcribes 
this as the beſt prevention of ſuch giddineſs and lightneſs to _ 
obey them that = the Rule overus, and ſubmit our ſelves 
-to them 'who'watch for our ſouls. ' Almighty God in infinite 
7 goodantato man, knowing the weakneſs of the peoples ut- 
derſtanding , together with the want of time and means for 
the ſtudy o* Truth, hath PR ſome Paſtors and Teach- 
| | | . crs 
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ers for the perfecting of the Saints; for the work of the Mini- 


ſry, for the cdifying of the Body of: Chriſt, Eph. 4. 12. That 


me henceforth be no mare children, toſs d''to and fro, and carried 
 #bout with every winde of dofirine, by the fleight of men, and cun- 
ing craftine[s of men, whereby they lie in wait todecerve, Verſ 
14. God hath you ſee appointed you Paſtors and Teachers to 
keep you from bng FROG by falſe Teachers, and it you 
. will not ſubmig to their direction, you'expaſe your felves to 


the danger of being deceived, and fruſtrate the merciful in- - 


tendment of Gods goodneſs towards you, to keep you fted- 
faſt in the Truth. - 1 know not: what excuſe any man can 
* make why he dath not readily ſabmit-to the guidance of theſe 
Paſtors and Teachers, but.only this, That firff be does not cer- 
tainly know whom Chriſt hath appointed for his. Guides now , ſince 
the Apoſtles themſebves are dead long fince. 

_ AND. if be does know tbem, yet he:cannot confidently relie upon 
their guidance, fince they ave net infallilein their dottrines, as 
the Apeſiles were, and\therefore may. poſſibly be deceived them- 
ſelves, and decevve hina that ſubmat's to thens. ; 

| ] © the firkk I anfwer. 

1, XY O' UL may as certainly know who are:your Spiritual 
Guides,as who are your Civil Governors; namely by the Laws 
of Church.and. Kingdonygand-vheir folemn Inveftirure in their 
ſeveral places and charges; W hich is a greater and ſarer evi- 
dencethen any man: can have of his natural Parent , whom 
you cangot' otherwiſe know then by the .common repare of 
the 6. aide and.the Teſtimony of your Mother , who 
is bound in-xeputation. te-call her own: husband your father; 
fince God hath-commanded. you; upon pain of damnation to 


obey him, who is thus reputed your Father ; why ſhould you 


not. fear the ſame. penalty . for diſobeying' your Guides of 
ſouls, whom. God hath equally commanded yow to obey, and 
given you a greater evidenecand affurance of their authority 
| Ger YOU. | 
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. T O theſccond ſeruple 1 anfrer,that. Laſſert no Infulibility 


ceived, they may -be cunning. men and lie in'wait to deceive. 


And may not thoſe be ſuch , whom you heap to your ſelves, 


and ſowillingly run after? Thoſe who are {ct over you , are 
' reſftraind by the Laws, and accountable to their Superiors, fo. 


that they cannot publiſh dangerous Errors (without their 
own danger and the cenſures of the Laws, if they be diſcover- * 
ed; and being allowed to preach only in the Church, cannot 
promiſe themſelves any ſafety from ſecrecy. And it is not 
{ſo probable that they will willingly deceiye you, whoarcin 
danger to loſe by their fraud ,. as they who by falſe doctrines 
make parties to their no.ſmall advantage. * Beſides, God al- 
ways afffts his own Inſtitutions , and bleſles his own appoint- 
ments. God hath forewarned you to avoid ſtrangers, to heap 
to your ſelves Teachers, 2 Tim. 4. 3. and who can reaſonably 
expect Gods affiſtance in Diſobedience ? It is juſt with him 
to ſuffer us to be deceived by thoſe whom he hath warned us 


. to avoid ; but it is moſt reaſonable to expect his bleſſing and 


aſſiſtance in obedience to his own order. He hath commanded _ 
us to ſubmit to therh who are ſet over us,and will not ſufferus 
to periſh by obedience; If. we. ſhall: be. miſlead by our own 
Guides into ſmall Errors , he will graciouſly accept our obe- 
dience, and not impute thoſe Errors to our condemnation 
and he will never ſuffer us tobe led by them into damnable 


_ Errors, unleſs it be our own fault, 'iGer.:z0.x 3. God # faith- 


ful who will not ſuffer you to be teinpted above: that you are able to 
bear, but with the Temptation will make way-to eſcape; | This pro- 
miſe would fail, if having commanded us to be guided by 
them, he ſhould"not , either certainly withhold them from 


+ Teaching Damnable doctrines ,: or elſe afford us fome means 4 


for the avoidance and difcovery;. if we: be watchful, and not 
witlfully refuſe them: -- 278 Pa >a 
1. OBSERVE this Rule = our Sayiour,S. F0.5.39;Searcb 
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the Scriptures, acquaint your ſelves with theplein and evident 


texts which need no' interpretation , and if your. Teachers 
commend any doCtrine to you contrary to thoſe, believetthem 
not. It is an old obſervation and daily experience confirms 
it, that falſc Teachers uſe to build their doctrines upon ſome 
few hard and obſcure texts, that under the colour of the holy 
text they may 'obtruds upon their unwary Diſciples , their 
own pernicious Gloſles, Interpretations and inferences; fo 
that their diſciples belief reſts only upon the Interpretation 
of the preacher'who may be deceived, or which is worſe, 
may indeavor to deceive ; but when the ſober and wary Chri- 
-an grounds his belief upon the evident Texts which are ſo 
plain that they cannot be more plainly expreſſed or interpre- 
ted, he relies undoubtedly upon Gods own word who cannot 
deceive or be deceived, This is the beſt way to ſecure our 
ſelves againſt the damnable doftrines of your own falſe 
Teachers; as for example',: when you are by any of them 
taught to rebel apainſttheKing , or 'to oppoſe his Laws, to 


'.contemn the Church, and ſeparate from her Communion ;. 


Guard your faith apainſt their crafty inſinuations of Rebelli- 
on by pretence of obfcureScriptures, by ſuch plain Texts 
as theſe, Let every Soul be fubjet to the higher powers , to him 
-that” bears the fword'not only for:wrath but alſo for conſci- 
ence ſake, and whoſoever reſiſts ſhall receive damnation, Rom. 
13. Be ſubje to every ordinance of man for the Loyds ſake, whe- 
i of it be tothe King as Supreme , or unto Governors , who are 
ſent by him,'1 Pet. 2. x3; which are words as plain as'can be 


ſpoken, and cannot admit of any other interpretation. Theſe 


are enough to ſecure you! againſt the damnable doctrine of 
Rebellion, and againſt contempt of the Church and Sehiſf- 
matical ſeparation from her Communion'; take theſe phain 


- * - Texts, St. Mat. x8. He that will not hear the Church,: let 


him be to thee as an Heathen man and Publican. Keep the 
unity of the Spirit in theBond of Peace,Eph. 4.3.Not forſaking the 
A pub- 
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 publick aſſembling of our ſebves, Heb. 10.2 ” according to the: F | 


. eafie, That I cannot be ſafe in going contrary: to theſe plain : 


. my Superiors, and thoſe Aſſemblies, be as plainly forbidden : 


_ which may not feem flat contrary to the expreſs words of 2 
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commands of thoſe who are our Governors, Heb. 13.19.” 73 

IF it be objeH#ed that all theſe Texts do ſuppoſe theKings * 
and theChurches commands to be lawful,otherwiſe I may;tiay 
I muſt refuſe to obey the King, I maſt not hear the Church;- : 
I muſt 'forſake thoſe Aſſemblies if unlawful. The anſwer is 7 


texts, till I can find, that thoſe particular Commands of | :: 


in ſome other Texts ; It is not ſafe to ſay, I will not obey the 
the King , nor hearken to the Church , nor frequent thoſe 
publick Aſſemblies , becauſe I think , and: ſome powerfult - 
a" tell me, theſe ordinances and Aſſemblies are un- * 
lawful. | | | 
REMEM BE R,itis God who commands in thoſe plain 
Texts before mentioned," and none but himſelf can diſcharge 1 
my obedience , and therefore you mult obey till you'find'the 
particular commands of your Superiors forbidden byas plain 
Texts, as thoſe which in general require you to obey. If you : 
obſerve this rule, you cannot be cheated into Rebellion and 7 
Schiſm, and if you do:not, it-is your own fault, that-you are - : 
deceived. $4 '3 
THIS Rule is certain,but perhaps not'large enough to(ſe- 2 
cure us from all damnable Errors ,- there being ſome ſuch , * 


Scripture ; the neceflary Truths of which thoſe errors' are *? 
deſtructive, not being delivered in expreſs terms in the holy: A 
Scriptures, yet ſufficiently contained therein, and maybe 
undoubtedly proved out of them by comparing of Texts, ob- + 
ſerving the context,and ſcope of the Text, andotherrules-of  : 
Art ; Which the people not being fo well able to do,:let them © * 
obſerve this ſecond rule. 13.5 Sh =5g ' 8 
2. KEEP ſtedfaſt in the Faith of all ſuch Truths as:the * 
Catholick Apoſtolick Church hath believed and deliveredas: 3 
neces © 
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E meceſſary , and. believe not. your particular Guide, when he 
-- teaches cantrary to. theſe; ; The Ghurch is the ground. and 
| pillarof Truth, xTrm. 3; 5; into hetibolome and Regiltry, the 
| Apoltles 'committed' all -neceſlary. Truths as our Lord com- 
 manded them, eat. 28. 19, 20. - Go teach all Nations to 
| obſerve all things whatſoever I have commanded you, they 
knew their Lords Gommands and were true to their truſt in 
- teaching them accordingly. Theſe neceſſary truths thus 
E- laid ap in the Treaſury of the Church are Domeſtick hou- 
- ſhold doctrines, which all of: that Family ſhould hold faſt, 
| and not be carried about with every winde of ſtrange or forein 
| doctrine, Heb. x3. 9. Theſe neceſſary truths, committed by 
| the Apoſtles to the Churches of their own plantation, God 
” hath promiſed, eMat. 28. 20. ſhould be delivered 'down 
> through all ſucceſſion to the end of the. world,” Lol am with 
; Jou (namely in the teaching all-that I have commanded) #o the 
| endof the world. What therefore hath been conſtantly de- 
- livered and believed as commands of Chriſt, by the genera} 
* Teftimony of the univerſal Ghurch inall ages, ought to be firms 
E ly believed ; upon the ſame conſentient. Teſtimony we re- 
:. ccive. and: believe the Canonical Scriptures to be the word of 
- God, and why ſhould we not be ſatisfied with the ſame Te- 
> ſtimony. of all other neceflary Truths ? But how ſhall the peo- 
ple be able to know which Truths are ſo. generally delivered from 
| the firſt ages till now ; they cannot themſelves ſearch and finde 
= them, and perhaps their own Teachers may tell them that 
F their Errors are ſuch... BEFORE BY 
-  LANSWE.-E R, you may finde and know theſe neceſlary. 
truths, by the publick dotirime of our own Church, delwvered mn her 
 Litureyand Articles of Religion, by the unanimous conſent of 
*- all your ſpiritual Guides. Acquaint your ſelves throughly with 
” that publick doctrine and adhere to that, and if your own 
| Teacher teach otherwiſe, believe him not. 1f to theſe dirc- 
© tions here given, you carcfully attend, adding your m_—_ 
E. ] | umble 
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humble prayers to that Merciful God who would have no man 2: 
to periſh , but that all ſhould come to the knowledge of the 
Truth, i Tim. 2.4 He will certainly preſerve you from all 
damnable Errors, and keep you ſtedtaſt in the holy Faith ; 
That faith which is the. ground and foundation of the lively 
hope of an inherit ance incorruptible and undefiled, and wor E 
deth not away ,: reſerved in Heaven for you, 1 Pet. 1. 3, 4+ that 
Faith by which through the power of God-ye are p 7 
Salvation, verſ. 5. that faith, which being preſerv'd 23nd 
ſtedfaſt, after it hath been tried by manifold temptations will * 
be found unto Praiſe, and Honour, and Glory at-the appear- * 
ance of Jeſus Chriſt, Yerſ. 6, 5. That faith which makes ws : 
here in this life to rejoyce with joy unſpeakable , and full of 
Glory, Verſ. 8. and in the end brings us to the falvation of * 
our ſouls, Verf.g. which God of his infinite mercy grant us all, 
for Jeſus Chriſts ſake, to whom with the Father and the Holy : 
Ghoſt be all honour and Glory, world without end. Amen. © -7 


